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order to cease firing. The Spaniards meanwhile had only eight cartridges per man left; but their supports were coming up and they wished to gain time. General Dupont asked permission from General Reding, a Swiss in the-Spanish service, to pass through with his army and return, to Madrid. Eeding at first agreed, but afterwards declared that he could do nothing without the authority of General Castanos, who was some leagues away. He in his turn wished to refer the matter to the junta, and they raised all sorts of difficulties.
Meanwhile Dupont's young recruits were in a most unfortunate position; he kept giving contradictory orders, alternately requiring Vedel to attack and to take back his division to Madrid. Vedel took the latter course, and the next day was at the foot of Sierra Morena, out of reach of attack from Castanos. But unluckily General Dupont had decided to capitulate, and with indescribable weakness had comprehended Vedel's troops in the capitulation, ordering them to return to Baylen. Having the way to Madrid open to them, they tumultuously refused; but instead of taking advantage of their enthusiasm, Vedel pointed out that they would expose Dupont's men to reprisals, adding that the terms of capitulation were not severe since it was stipulated that they would be taken back to France, where they would get their arms again. The officers and soldiers declared that in that case they had better retreat, arms and all, to Madrid; but General Vedel preached passive obedience until he succeeded in bringing his division back to Baylen, where it lay down its arms. General Dupont deserves much blame for having included in the capitulation a division which was already out of the enemy's reach; but what must we think of General Vedel, who obeyed the orders of a commander no longer at liberty and handed over to the Spaniards nearly 10,000 efficient men ? Dupont pushed his infatuation so far as to include all the troops of his army corps, even those who had not crossed the Sierra Morena. General Castanos required that these detachments should come twenty-five leagues to lay down their arms. One commander only, who deserves to